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injected into that relationship there cannot be love. I t i s
i mpossible when y o u have host i l i t y, Senator Lynch, t o say
that the court, by forcing t hese t w o wa r r i n g factions
together, will do away wi t h t hat host i l i t y a nd t h e
parent-child relationship will not be disturbed. The terms
of the bill, that are designed to do away with opposition,
show you that the bill i s unnecessary i n t ho s e s ituat i o ns
where a proper and good relationship has developed between
the grandparent and the grandchild and the parents of the
child. We cannot ignore the parents of the child. Remember
this, a l l y o u ol d p e ople , such as myself, cur children may
become adults but t hey don' t c e ase t o b e our child ren. So
if we' re talking about the rights of children, t h e n our
children, who are the parents of our grandchild, have rights
also. They are being completely dropped from the equation,
and you are taking a grandchild,a generation removed from
the one trying to intrude into the relationship, and
e levating hi s o r her rights over the rights o f the p a r e n t .
This is not good policy. The bill cannot work. If you have
a warring parent and a grandparent before a judge, and the
judge has any concern for the child at all, there is no way
this bill is going to be used to force those parents to let
the grandparent into that situation. I f Senator Ly n ch and
others get up and argue but you may have a situation where
that hostility doesn't exist, then you don't need this bill.
You don't have loving gr andparents going into cour t ,
dragging the family, the parents of this grandchild they
profess to love o m uch into court . I t i s a bill which
allows the venting of vindictiveness and bitterness, because
even i f t he j ud ge , i n his wisdom or her wisdom, w ill n o t
a llow vi s i t a t i o n r i ght s , the grandparents have gotten even
with the parents of the child by dragging them into court
and putting them to whatever expense is entailed to protect
their family's integrity from this meddling. Remember, the
p rovision o f t h i s bi l l don ' t ha v e t o b e c o mpl ied w i t h b e f o r e
a p e r son c a n dr a g the famil y uni t i nt o cour t . These
provisions have to be complied with before t hey can win a
total victory. So here is Sen ator DeCamp, got some
grandparents. His children have grandparents and they don' t
like Senator DeCamp, so they are going to fix him by taking
him to court, or fix me by taking me t o court , a n d we go
through a l l of this ag o ny , a l l t he allegations and
everything that can be said, and the judge says first of all
there is no relationship.
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